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Mill Creek Watershed

Å263,450 acres

ÅPredominantly rural and privately-owned

ÅPermitted discharges: the City of Bellville, City of Industry, and City of 
Burton; and Kieke Egg Farm



Mill Creek Watershed Protection Plan (WPP)

Å2014 ïMill Creek listed impaired

o Elevated levels of E.coli bacteria

ÅJanuary 2015 ïWPP initiated

ÅFebruary 2016 ïWPP accepted by EPA

ÅWPP functions to restore and protect water 
quality in Mill Creek 

ÅAll measures are voluntary

ÅHeavy focus on public outreach and education



Major Sources of Pollution

ÅThe bacteria originates from nonpoint sources

ÅPotential sources identified in the WPP:

o Urban (e.g., stormwater, pet waste)

o Agriculture (e.g., livestock, cropland)

o Wastewater (e.g., failing septic systems)

o Wildlife and non-domestic animals (e.g., feral hog, deer)



What Is Being Done? 

ÅPublic outreach and education

ÅWatershed-wide Cleanup Day

ÅRoutine water quality monitoring

ÅWater quality management plans (WQMPs)

ÅOnline Homeowner Maintenance of Septic Systems class



Public Outreach and Education

ÅMany events and program had to be canceled or postponed

Å2021 Watershed Cleanup Day 

ÅFace-to-face programs are back!

o Homeowner Maintenance of Septic Systems (August 27)

o Texas Well Owner Network (August 27)

o Riparian and Stream Restoration (October 1) 

o Lone Star Healthy Streams (November 9)

o Texas Watershed Steward (December 9)



2021 Cleanup Day

ÅSaturday, April 10

ÅTargeted private landowners in the watershed

ÅCentralized trash drop-off spot at Bleiblerville VFD

Å600 pounds of trash and debris removed



Routine Water Quality Monitoring

ÅMonthly monitoring at 5 locations along the creek

ÅIn partnership with the Texas Water Resources Institute 



Water Quality Data: 2020-2021
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ÅE.coli levels should not 
exceed 126CFU/100mL

ÅMax value of E.coli 
measured: 
>2419.6 CFU/100mL

ÅNo May 2021 data
126 CFUs


